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average American or Colonial Englishman)
much more on the look-out for opportunities
of bettering himself by change of locality or
change of occupation, and much more alert to
seize such opportunities than is usual in
countries where restrictions of class and caste
are more binding. This freedom of movement
is always taken for granted in Western text-
books when they are dealing with the remote
effects of different forms of taxation. It is
assumed that if a new tax favours one industry
or locality more than others there will be a
fairly rapid flow of young untrained labour
from the latter to the former ; and that such,
suffering as may be involved will be compara-
tively brief and transitional.

Similarly it is taken for granted that the
growth of population as a whole, and the
relative growth of the larger divisions of which
it is composed, will respond naturally to
changes in national and class prosperity with-
out any of the sharp " positive" checks of
drought and famine to which the East is only
too sadly accustomed. In times of working
class prosperity, more working men marry,
they marry younger, they have more children,